THE LIFE OF THE SWAMI VIVEKANANDA.
the kindness of Miss MacLeod, had received the address of a Miss Edwards, well-known in English circles in Rome, With her was staying Miss Alberta Sturgis, a niece of Miss MacLeod. Both these ladies became warm admirers of the Swami and his teaching, and joined him and Mr. and Mrs. Sevier in several of their excursions in and about Rome. Miss Edwards was especially taken with the idealism of his philosophy and with his immense knowledge of Roman history and general human culture.
The Roman Forum, the Appian Way, the Colosseum, the Palace of the Caesars, the Church of S. John Lateran, S. Maria Maggiore, the Church of S. Pietro, the Barberini Palace, the Rospigliosi Palace, the Fontane di Trevi, the triumphal arches, the Castelio Sant Angelo, the Museum of the Capitol, the Catacomb of St. Sebastian and two Columbariums, and above all, the Vatican and the St. Peter's Cathedral, proved of immense interest to the Swami. He resurrected in his imagination the inhabitants, the culture and the events of the great past. And those who were with him remarked, "This is wonderful, Swami ! You seem to know every stone in Rome !" And through his luminous historic consciousness they saw the whole meaning of Roman influence on our modern world. The Swami was especially interested in Christian Rome, with its churches, its basilicas, its catacombs, its ruins, its memories, its spirit, and, in Mediaeval Rome, with its splendid palaces and relics of that period. He pondered over the wonderful organising genius and the missionary spirit of Christianity, as exhibited in Roman Catholicism ; and at St. Peter's, beneath its vast dome, before the shrines of the Apostles, he entered, in the silence of meditation, into that apostolic world in which the Apostle Paul preached and St. Peter inspired the followers of the Christ. He was impressed with the Christian liturgy, seeing therein a kinship with the religious ceremonials of his own land. One who stood near him at the time when he was studying the vast interior and the architectural glories of St. Peter's said, "Swami, what do you think of this grand ex-